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2011 Lenten Project Proposal 
Respect Life Committee  

 

Campaign for Human Dignity 
Promoting the Gospel of Life through education, prayer and 
service to foster the recognition of the God given dignity of 

every human person from conception to natural death 
 

 

Introduction 
 

The Respect Life Committee proposes a “Campaign for Human Dignity” as the 
2010 Lumen Christi Parish Lenten Project.  This project will provide the parish 
with the opportunity to actively unite our Lenten journey with our most vulnerable 
brothers and sisters – the unborn, those experiencing a crisis pregnancy, the 
elderly, and those facing the end of life.  We plan to involve all levels of our 
Parish and School through a range of educational, devotional, and service 
activities that will also include other Catholic organizations and ministries  
promoting Human Dignity.  These activities are anticipated to include: 
presentations from nationally recognized speakers, a Celebration of Life family 
dinner/movie night, organized participation in the 40 Days for Life Campaign, 
stewardship and volunteer support of Milwaukee area pregnancy support 
centers, and efforts at local nursing homes and hospices.  In these activities, we 
will collaborate with Priests for Life, Catholics4Life, the Women’s Support Center, 
the Women’s Care Center, 40 Days for Life, Pro-Life Wisconsin, Wisconsin Right 
to Life, and Project Rachel/Rachel’s Vineyard.  The Campaign for Human Dignity 
will channel our Lenten goal to conform our lives to Jesus through prayer, 
catechesis, sacrifice and witness focused on the Gospel of Life.   
  

Justification 
 

Lent is a time of conforming ourselves to Christ and Christ always sought out the 
poor.  Those going to an abortion clinic are so spiritually or materially poor that 
they believe killing their own child will improve their situation. Those considering 
euthanasia for themselves or someone else have been backed into a corner of 
desperation by the culture of death.  Jesus calls us to reach out to our despairing 
brothers and sisters as He reached out to Mary Magdalene.  
 
The love of Jesus touched the life of John the Baptist in the womb.  Surely He 
would want us to do all in our power to touch the lives of babies in the womb 
through our prayers, witness, and support.   
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Lent calls us to be instruments of forgiveness and mercy.  We all need 
forgiveness and mercy.  Millions of women in our country have had abortions and  
many people have helped someone procure an abortion.  Some of them are our 
own parishioners. If an effort were made to reach out in a sensitive way to our 
parishioners about the mercy and forgiveness of God in regards to abortion that 
might bring about a tremendous healing of deep wounds.  
 
Jesus spoke out about injustice.  Working to change the injustice of abortion and 
euthanasia in our land is standing up for the dignity of all human persons as 
Jesus did. 
 
The following facts and quotations provide the Top Ten Reasons for selecting the 
Campaign for Human Dignity as the 2011 Lumen Christi Lenten Project: 
 
1.  The biggest disease today is not leprosy or tuberculosis, but rather the feeling 
of being unwanted" -  Mother Teresa. Jesus laid down His life for each and every 
human being from conception until natural death showing his love for each of us. 
 
2.  The poor who turn to the abortion clinic are being neglected.  The culture of 
death has spared no resources to ensure the availability of contraception, 
abortion on demand, and late term abortion. In contrast, our crisis pregnancy 
centers have been doing marvelous work over the past 27 years on a shoestring 
budget with minimal financial help from the Catholic Church.  For example, the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) in Milwaukee announced 
$70,000 in grants last year. Not one of the CCHD dollars went to our crisis 
pregnancy centers.  In the last 40 years, millions of CCHD dollars have been 
given out nationwide and our crisis pregnancy centers were denied access to 
these collections until just this year   This is a grave injustice! 
 
3. Our country now believes it is acceptable to kill the poor rather than to serve 
the poor.  We need to serve the unborn, their mothers, and the elderly who are 
being forgotten.  “Whenever we presume divine prerogatives and choose for 
ourselves the right to consider any human life on that sacred continuum from 
conception to natural death as less than worthy of protection, dignity, and 
respect... we're in grave peril” - Archbishop Dolan, The Gospel of the Digital Age 
10/4/2009. 
 
4. If abortion is killing a baby in the womb, then we ought to act like it is killing.  
“A nation that kills its own children is a nation without a future" - John Paul II.  We 
can offer women more and better alternatives to abortion. 
 
5.  “Standing up to the injustice of abortion is the social justice issue of our time” - 
Archbishop Timothy Dolan.  We can stand against it. 
 
6.  "Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere" - Dr. Martin Luther King.  
If we remain silent on the injustice and immorality of abortion, we fail as 
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Christians and Americans in our sacred duty to defend the unalienable right to 
life, our greatest gift from God. 
 
7.  Legal abortion teaches our young that they may even kill someone if they are 
inconvenienced by them.  We need to teach them by word and example that all 
are deserving of love and respect. 
 
8.  Forgiveness and healing after an abortion are needed before people can 
accept that God loves them.  Our own parishioners need to be reached out to in 
a sensitive way about the mercy and forgiveness of God offered on the cross, 
even after an abortion experience. 
 
9. We were taught and we teach our children that the German people did not do 
enough to end the holocaust of the Jews during WWII.  We have not done 
enough to end legal abortion.  We all need forgiveness. We need to teach our 
children by our example, not just our words.  
 
10.  “The greatest disturber of peace in the world is abortion.” - Blessed Mother 
Teresa.  Let us counter this with loving service to pregnant women and their 
children. 

 
 
 

Education 
 
A key component to our Lenten Project is to have various speakers address 
different aspects of the Gospel of Life.  The object of the education component is 
to engage our parish community in discussions and motivate others to participate 
in other aspects of the project. 
 
First, our keynote speaker would appeal to the masses and address the following 
issues: 

 What is the respect life movement and what does it have to do with 
human dignity? 

 What issues beyond abortion are being addressed by Catholic respect life 
organizations? 

 Why should I care or participate? 

 “I'm pro-life but who am I to tell others what to do.”  

 Things we can do to build a culture of life and uphold others’ dignity 
 
Potential keynote speakers include Fr. Frank Pavone, Fr. Rocky Hoffman, or 
Archbishop Listecki. 
 
Each week will then be followed with a more specific Pro-Life topic.  Possibilities  
include Pro-Life social action, crisis pregnancy center, adoption, abortion, post-
abortion healing, bioethics, legislation, death penalty, euthanasia.  Please see 
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Appendix A for the biographies of potential speakers.  Speakers will be 
determined based on speaker availability, space requirements, cost 
considerations, and approval by the Human Concerns Committee. 
 
Midway through Lent, the Celebration of Life Family Night would take place.  
Parishioners will be invited to share a picnic style dinner and watch “Horton 
Hears A Who.”  We would ask all families to bring a baby shower gift for our 
Crisis Pregnancy Centers. 
 
We are planning to host one weekend after Mass hospitality during which 
adoption organizations have display tables providing information about spiritually 
adopting a child through World Vision. 
 
In addition, we are hoping that other ministries and small faith sharing 
communities will incorporate our objectives in their Lenten activities.  Specifically, 
we have additional resources for Teen Ministry to use during Lent as well as the 
school community and Generations of Faith Program. 

 
 

Prayer 
 

In conjunction with our key note speaker, the Campaign for Human Dignity will 
kick off with Masses for Life – preferably the Sunday before Ash Wednesday.  At 
that time, we would like to have everyone prayerfully consider how they are going 
to participate in the project.   
 
We will offer several prayer opportunities during the Lenten season including: 
 

 Pro-Life Stations of the Cross 

 Pro-Life Lenten Prayer to be said at the end of each Mass 

 School Children will pray Pro-Life Stations of the Cross and Rosary for 
Life.  

 Participation in the 40 Days for Life.  We will be organizing small faith 
sharing communities and ministry groups to sign up for specific times. 

 “The Day Display” – visual representation of the number of babies lost to 
abortion in a 24-hour day presented by Teen Ministry. 

 
 

Service 
 
In addition to participation in the 40 Days for Life Prayer Campaign, we would 
also offer the following service opportunities to engage parishioners. 

 Baby Shower in conjunction with our Celebration of Life Night 

 Pro-Life Bulletin Cover Contest (School and GOF) 

 Carpooling arrangement for all events for all parishioners who request 
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 Service Project at the Crisis Pregnancy Center based on their specific  
needs at that time 

 Service Project at a hospice or nursing home 

 Pro-Life Wisconsin and National Right to Life fundraising and volunteer 
opportunities, including teens 

 Making prayer cards or keepsakes to be donated and used at a Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreat 

 
We will also engage parishioners to donate alms to the Lenten project.  Through 
the use of baby bottles through school and at all events, we will be asking for free 
will offerings to raise money for these two specific needs:  
   

1. At least $10,000 to be used to support a part time staff position at 
the diocese level to coordinate diocese wide pro-life activities.  This 
part time position would assist the already existing staff person 
working on pro-life issues in the diocese.  We do this in hopes that 
other parishes will join this effort and we will someday have full time 
staff working solely to end the injustice of abortion.   

 
2. Additional monies collected will be donated to the pregnancy 

resource centers for ultrasound machines and to defray operating 
expenses.   

 
 
 

Manpower 
 

The Respect Life Committee will provide a Project Leader, Assistant Project 
Leaders and coordinators for the activities (speakers, 40 Days for Life, 
dinner/movie night).  We will recruit and organize volunteers for other project 
positions including coordinators for school and formation activities and liaisons 
with cooperating organizations.  We anticipate a core project group of 15-20 
members of the parish.   
 

Schedule/Milestones 
 

Please see Appendix B for the Campaign for Human Dignity schedule.  Key 
project milestones include: 
 

 Project Approval 

 Preliminary Project Definition (including events, budget, schedule) 

 Detailed Project Planning Initiation 

 Speaker commitments 

 Facility commitments 

 Partnering organization commitments 
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 Detailed Project Planning Completion  

 Final Project Definition (Pastor approval of events, budget, schedule) 

 Intermediate Project Execution Steps 

 Project Progress Briefings to Pastor/Parish Council/Human Concerns 
Committee  

 First Campaign for Human Dignity Event (Precedes Ash Wednesday) 

 Holy Week/Final Campaign for Campaign Event  

 Project Wrap up /Final Report 
 
 

Budget 
 

The projected budget for the project is $6500.  Most of the funds will be used for 
speaker related expenses.  Additional funds will be used for the family 
dinner/movie night. The project can be scaled to available funds. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Respect for Life is the preeminent social justice issue of our time.  Recent events 
have demonstrated that the dignity of life, from conception to natural death, will 
face unprecedented attacks.  The Church and our Parish must redouble our 
efforts to resist the expanding assault on the dignity of each person by promoting 
the Gospel of Life. 

The Holy Season of Lent provides a framework for teaching, praying, and living 
the pro-life message in the context of repentance for sin and of sacrificial service 
in gratitude for the gift of life. 

Repentance is a changing of the mind, and with it one's life, away from the path 
of sin and toward a life of holiness. It is not possible to repent of a sin which one 
does not recognize or admit is a sin. During Lent, we ask to be delivered from 
such blindness, and to be forgiven even our hidden sins. The application to the 
abortion problem is clear when we consider that the injustice of this act has been 
proclaimed as a "right" and a legitimate "choice." Because such respectable 
elements of society as the Supreme Court, many medical associations, and even 
some Christian denominations, continue to call abortion and euthanasia  "rights," 
many find it hard to recognize them as wrongs. As the Church reminds us, part of 
the purification of Lent involves the metanoia, the "change of mind," so 
necessary in this area. 

As Lent leads us to the great celebration of life in the resurrection of Jesus, so 
should the Lumen Christi Lenten Project reflect the paramount importance of the 
Gospel of Life. The influence of the Church on the world in this respect is the 
influence of a community which embraces the sanctity of all human life. That 
influence must move the structures and choices of society away from death and 
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destruction, and toward the affirmation, in word and deed, of the precious gift of 
life. Let us ask ourselves if we are to be bystanders on the roadside of life or if 
we will for the sake of the Gospel challenge ourselves to do more in the way of 
prayer, works, and sacrifice of ourselves to recognize, honor and protect the 
dignity of every human person from the moment of conception until natural death. 

We can, as a Parish, make the Campaign for Human Dignity our Lenten 
expression of conformity to Christ through uniting our prayers and sacrifice with 
His suffering in order to heal our brothers and sisters who have not been treated 
with dignity and respect. We can come to a greater understanding of the Mercy 
of God and experience the joy of new Easter life and have it more abundantly 
through this Campaign for Human Dignity.   
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Appendix A: Biographies of Potential Speakers 
 

Keynote Speaker/Introduction to the Pro-Life Movement 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Frank A. Pavone 

 

National Director, Priests for Life and Missionaries of the Gospel of Life  

President, National Pro-life Religious Council Pastoral Director, Rachel's 
Vineyard 

Fr. Frank Pavone is one of the most prominent pro-life leaders in the world. 
Originally from New York, he was ordained in 1988 by Cardinal John O’Connor. 
He is a priest of the Amarillo Diocese and serves full-time in pro-life leadership 
with his bishop’s permission. In 1993 he became National Director of Priests for 
Life. He is also the President of the National Pro-life Religious Council, and the 
National Pastoral Director of Rachel’s Vineyard, the world’s largest ministry of 
healing after abortion. He travels throughout the country, to an average of four 
states every week, preaching and teaching against abortion. He produces 
programs regularly for religious and secular radio and television networks. He 
was asked by Mother Teresa to speak in India on the life issues, and has 
addressed the pro-life caucus of the United States House of Representatives. He 
has served as an official of the Pontifical Council for the Family at the Vatican, 
which coordinates the pro-life activities of the Catholic Church. He received the 
“Proudly Pro-life Award” by the National Right to Life Committee.  

 

 

 

http://www.priestsforlife.org/staff/pavone-celebret.htm
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 Father Francis J. Hoffman  

Senior Director of Mission, Programming, and Development of Relevant 
Radio, Green Bay, WI 

  
Fr. Frank Hoffman (aka “Fr. Rocky”) is a priest of Opus Dei and Senior Director 
of Mission, Programming, and Development for Relevant Radio since 2009.  Fr. 
Hoffman is not a newcomer to Relevant Radio. In 2004, Fr. Rocky began as a 
special guest on Morning Air®. He then joined the Morning Air team on Tuesday 
mornings as the regularly scheduled guest of the popular Morning Air “Question 
and Answer” segment. Also Fr. Rocky is one of three rotating priests who host a 
new program on Relevant Radio “Go Ask Your Father”,  which debuted on July 6, 
2009. His column is published in “The Catholic Answer” (OSV) and Catholic New 
World (Chicago). 
 
Previously Fr. Hoffman was the Chaplain of Northridge Preparatory School in 
Niles, IL. His background includes a B.A. Northwestern University, M.B.A. Notre 
Dame University, and J.C.D. Pontifical University of Holy Cross, Rome. Prior to 
his ordination by Pope John Paul II, he worked in sales for the Inland Steel 
Company, Chicago and later in tax and audit for Crowe, Chizek and Company, 
CPA’s, South Bend. He is an avid skier (snow and water), photographer, and an 
NRP, Cubs and Bears fan as well as an accomplished Jazz musician. 
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Pro Life Social Action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Dr. Alveda C. King 

Pastoral Associate, Priests for Life  
Director, African American Outreach 

 

Dr. Alveda C. King works toward her purpose in life, to glorify God.  
 
Dr. King currently serves as a Pastoral Associate and Director of African-
American Outreach for Priests for Life and Gospel of Life Ministries. She is also a 
voice for the Silent No More Awareness Campaign, sharing her testimony of two 
abortions, God’s forgiveness, and healing. 
 
The daughter of the late civil rights activist Rev. A.D. King and his wife Naomi 
Barber King, Alveda grew up in the civil rights movement led by her uncle, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Her family home in Birmingham, Alabama, was bombed, 
as was her father’s church office in Louisville, Kentucky. Alveda was jailed during 
the open housing movement. She sees the pro-life movement as a continuation 
of the civil rights struggle. 
 
Dr. King is a former college professor and served in the Georgia State House of 
Representatives. She is a best selling author; among her books are How Can the 
Dream Survive if we Murder the Children? and I Don’t Want Your Man, I Want 
My Own. She is an accomplished actress and songwriter. The Founder of King 
for America, Inc., Alveda is also the recipient of a Doctorate of Laws degree from 
Saint Anselm College and sits on the Board of Georgia Right to Life. 
 

Dr. King lives in Atlanta, where she is the grateful mother of six and a doting 
grandmother 
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Post Abortion Healing 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicki Thorn 

 

Founder and Executive of National Office of Post Abortion Healing and 
Reconciliation and Project Rachel.  

Vicki has been working and helping women and men wounded by abortion since 
1984, when she decided to start a post abortion ministry. She was driven by a 
desire to help a friend of hers who suffered from post abortion trauma, but as she 
admits herself she did not know how to help her friend. Since that time Vicki 
spoke, wrote and most importantly worked with women and men suffering from 
post abortion after math. Over the years, helping others overcoming the 
complications of post abortion aftermath, she learned that abortion touches the 
lives not only of the women who have abortions, but those of their families, 
including grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, siblings and, of course, the 
fathers of the babies. 

Vicki also spoke on countless of occasions to young people about the 
biochemistry of sexual relationship, an area often overlooked by many 
professionals. She believes talking to our teenagers and particularly about 
biochemistry of sexual relationship can be very beneficial. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.noparh.org/
http://www.noparh.org/
http://www.hopeafterabortion.com/
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Bioethics 
 

   Fr. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 
 
Director or Education, National Catholic Bioethics Center 

 

Fr. Tad is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, Massachusetts. As an 

undergraduate he earned degrees in philosophy, biochemistry, molecular cell 

biology, and chemistry, and did laboratory research on hormonal regulation of the 

immune response. He later earned a Ph.D. in Neuroscience from Yale University, 

where he focused on cloning genes for neurotransmitter transporters which are 

expressed in the brain. He also worked for several years as a molecular biologist 

at Massachusetts General Hospital/Harvard Medical School. Fr. Tad studied for 5 

years in Rome where he did advanced work in dogmatic theology and in 

bioethics, examining the question of delayed ensoulment of the human embryo. 

He has testified before members of the Massachusetts, Wisconsin, Virginia and 

North Carolina State Legislatures during deliberations over stem cell research 

and cloning. He has given presentations and participated in roundtables on 

contemporary bioethics throughout the U.S., Canada, and in Europe. He has 

done numerous media commentaries, including appearances on CNN 

International, ABC World News Tonight, and National Public Radio. He is 

Director of Education for The National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia 

and directs the Center’s National Catholic Certification Program in Health Care 

Ethics.  

 
Dr. Michael Phillips 
 
Dr. Michael J. Phillips – Dr. Phillips is the former chairman of the Pathology 
Department at Oconomowoc Memorial Hospital, treasurer of the Milwaukee Guild 
of the Catholic Medical Association, and also serves as president of Pro-Life 
Wisconsin's Board. He is a past president of the Wisconsin Society of 
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Pathologists and serves on the Ethics Committee at Oconomowoc Memorial 
Hospital. Dr. Phillips has testified numerous times before the Wisconsin 
Legislature on issues regarding the sanctity of human life. He is the husband of 
Jacqueline for the past 34 years, the father of six and the grandfather of four. 

 
 
 
 
 

Legislative 
 

  Senator Glenn Grothman 
 
Wisconsin 20th Senate District 

Born Milwaukee, July 3, 1955. Graduate Homestead H.S. (Mequon); B.B.A.; J.D. UW-
Madison. Former practicing attorney. Member: Kiwanis-West Bend Early Risers; 
Washington Co. Bar Assn.; Loyal Order of the Moose-West Bend; UW-Madison Alumni 
Assn. of Washington Co.; Kettle Moraine Symphony (bd. member). Recipient: 
Milwaukee Co. Rep. Party Assembly Tax Cutter of the Year 2002; Ind. Bus. Assn. 
Legislator of the Year 2000; Wis. Counties Assn. Outstanding Legislator Award 1997-
98; Wis. Right to Life Pro-Life Hero Award 1996, Sanctity of Life Award 2004; Pro-Life 
Wis. Legislator of the Year 1995; Wis. Grocers Assn. Friend of Grocers Award 1997-
2004; Wis. Farm Bureau Friend of Agriculture Award 1995-2007; Wis. Dairy Business 
Assn. Milk Bottle Award 2006, 2004; Wis. Curves for Women Legislator of the Year 
Award 2003; Wis. Builders Assn. Friend of Housing Award 2001-07, Legislator of the 
Year 2005; Apartment Assoc. Legislator of the Year 2000; Nat’l Fed. of Independent 
Businesses Guardian of Small Business Award 1999-2000, 2005-06; Wis. 
Manufacturers and Commerce Working for Wisconsin Award 1998-2006; Wis. Guild of 
Midwives Legislator of the Year 2006; Eagle Forum Leadership Award 2007.  Pro-Life 
WI Legislator of the Year 2010. 

Elected to Assembly in December 1993 special election; reelected 1994-2002; elected 
to Senate 2004; reelected 2008. Assistant Minority Leader 2009; Minority Caucus 
Chairperson 2007; Majority Caucus Vice Chairperson 2003, 2001, 1999.  
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David Bereit 
National Campaign Director, 40 Days for Life 

David became an outspoken pro-life advocate after Planned Parenthood 
announced plans to build an abortion clinic in his Texas town in 1998. He helped 
to start and build a local grassroots coalition that rallied 60 churches and 
thousands of people together and dramatically reduced abortions in the region. 
Planned Parenthood recognized the effectiveness of David's efforts when it 
labeled his town "the most anti-choice place in the nation." David led the first-
ever 40 Days for Life campaign in College Station, Texas. 

David moved to the Washington, D.C. area in 2005 where he served as 
executive director of American Life League and national director of Stop Planned 
Parenthood until being asked to lead the national 40 Days for Life campaign. His 
pro-life work has been featured in the media hundreds of times, including 
coverage on Fox News, HBO, ABC, NBC and CBS television stations, numerous 
radio programs, and in over 100 newspapers across the country including USA 
Today, The Washington Post, and The Los Angeles Times. 

David and his wife Margaret have two children, Claire and Patrick. 

 
 
 

Adoption 
 

Cindy Wagner 
 
Cindy Wagner is a Catholic mother of 19 children, 9 of whom are adopted and 
have special needs.  She and her husband Steve and their 19 children were 
awarded the Wisconsin Knights of Columbus 2009 Family of the Year award. 
Cindy is a practicing midwife, Emergency Medical Technician and Administrator 
of the Academy of St. Joseph, a diocesan private school of the Green Bay 
Diocese. The Academy of St. Joseph is a classical education school that serves 
northern Wisconsin. 
  

 
 



16 

 

Appendix B:  Proposed Calendar 
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Appendix C: Background Information on Human Dignity 
Campaign Partnering Organizations 

 

PRIESTS FOR LIFE 

Priests for Life was started in 1991* to do one of the most important tasks in the 
Church today to help priests around the world spread the Gospel of Life to their 
people.  

The ministry of the priest is demanding. The priest presents to the world truths 
that are difficult to grasp. The priest confronts injustices in the world, which are 
often deeply entrenched in the attitudes and laws of society. Priests must be 
steadfast in calling for the protection of life at every stage, in exposing the myths 
surrounding abortion and euthanasia, and in working with others to provide 
compassionate alternatives.  

The priest, amidst the demands of his ministry, needs support and 
encouragement from his congregation, his bishop, and his fellow priests. The 
Priests for Life association was founded to provide encouragement and support 
in the defense of human life.  

Our up-to-date information equips priests to stand confidently in front of their 
congregations and preach the Gospel of Life. Our materials and seminars help 
priests to identify and overcome any fears they may have in this regard.  

The mission of Priests for Life is to unite and encourage all clergy to give special 
emphasis to the life issues in their ministry. It also seeks to help them take a 
more vocal and active role in the pro-life movement, with predominant emphasis 
on the issues of abortion and euthanasia. Priests for Life exists in order to show 
the clergy how to fight the culture of death. 

* With approbation given by Archbishop John Quinn according to Canon 299.  

 

PROJECT RACHEL 

Project Rachel is the name of the Catholic Church's healing ministry to those who 
have been involved in abortion. Its name comes from Scripture: 

In Ramah is heard the sound of moaning, 
of bitter weeping!  

Rachel mourns her children,  
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she refuses to be consoled  
because her children are no more.  

Thus says the LORD:  
Cease your cries of mourning, 

wipe the tears from your eyes.  
The sorrow you have shown shall have its reward... 
There is hope for your future.  

Jeremiah 31:15-1 

Project Rachel operates as a network of healing composed of specially-trained 
caregivers who include priests, deacons, sisters, lay staff and volunteers, mental 
health professionals, spiritual directors, mentors, chaplains and others, such as 
medical personnel. These individuals, often working as a team, provide direct 
care to women, men and adolescents who have been touched by an abortion 
loss, enabling them to grieve, receive forgiveness, and find peace. Although most 
dioceses use the name Project Rachel, some programs are named differently. In 
addition to individualized counseling, some programs include support groups and 
retreats. Founded in 1984 by Victoria Thorn in Milwaukee, today Project Rachel 
programs can be found in about 150 Catholic dioceses in the United States, as 
well as in dioceses in other countries. 

 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD 

Rachel's Vineyard weekends for healing after abortion are offered throughout the 
year in locations across the United States and Canada, with additional sites in 
Portugal, Australia and New Zealand. We also offer a 13-week support group 
model for Rachel's Vineyard. Rachel’s Vineyard is a ministry of Priests for Life  

The program is an opportunity to examine your abortion experience, identify the 
ways that the loss has impacted you in the past and present, and helps to 
acknowledge any unresolved feelings that many individuals struggle with after 
abortion. Because of the emotional numbness and secrecy that often surrounds 
an abortion experience, conflicting emotions both during and after the event may 
remain unresolved. These buried feelings can surface later and may be 
symptoms of post abortion trauma.  

Married couples, mothers, fathers, grandparents and siblings of aborted children, 
as well as persons who have been involved in the abortion industry have come to 
Rachel's Vineyard in search of peace and inner healing. The weekend is a lot of 
work but yields a fruitful harvest for all who are willing to labor there. To learn 
more, please read about our weekend retreats. Also, please see comments from 

http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/video/weekend/index.htm
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/video/weekend/comments.htm
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people who have attended the weekends, as well as our explanation of the name 
"Rachel's Vineyard." 

 

THE NAZARETH PROJECT 
 

The Nazareth Project for Marriage and Family Formation is an office of The John 
Paul II Center for Lifelong Faith and Ministry Formation. The Nazareth Project 
exists to build up the Body of Christ in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee by providing 
an authentic, Catholic vision of Sacramental Marriage as an icon of the love 
between Christ and His Bride, the Church. The Nazareth Project provides 
preparation for those entering into the sacrament of marriage, support for married 
couples and their families, and ministry to those whose marriages have ended. 
The Nazareth Project also provides ministry to the Young Adults of Southeastern 
Wisconsin, as well as evangelization and enthusiastic support of the Church's 
teachings on human sexuality/Natural Family Planning and Respect Life. 
 
 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE 

40 Days for Life is a community-based campaign that draws attention to the evil 
of abortion through the use of a three-point program: 

 Prayer and Fasting 

 Constant vigil 

 Community outreach 

40 Days for Life takes a determined, peaceful approach to showing local 
communities the consequences of abortion in their own neighborhoods, for their 
own friends and families. It puts into action a desire to cooperate with God in the 
carrying out of His plan for the end of abortion in America. 

The 40-day campaign tracks Biblical history, where God used 40-day periods to 
transform individuals, communities ... and the entire world. From Noah in the 
flood to Moses on the mountain to the disciples after Christ's resurrection, it is 
clear that God sees the transformative value of His people accepting and 
meeting a 40-day challenge. 

40 Days for Life is a focused pro-life campaign with a vision to access God’s 
power through prayer, fasting, and peaceful vigil to end abortion in America. 

The mission of the campaign is to bring together the body of Christ in a spirit of 
unity during a focused 40 day campaign of prayer, fasting, and peaceful activism, 
with the purpose of repentance, to seek God’s favor to turn hearts and minds 

http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/aboutus/ourstory.htm#name#name
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from a culture of death to a culture of life, thus bringing an end to abortion in 
America. 

 
 

WOMEN’S SUPPORT CENTER 
 

The Women’s Support Centers of Milwaukee, Inc. is a charitable and educational 
organization formed to help men and women in the Milwaukee metropolitan area.  
To this end the corporation shall provide support, counseling and education for 
women and men of any age to enable them to make an informed decision 
concerning the life of their unborn child.  The Corporation shall promote healthy 
sexual behavior by providing support, counseling, and education for the public in 
the areas of chastity, abstinence, natural family planning, and marriage.  The 
Corporation shall provide support, counseling and education for those who have 
been impacted by abortion.  The Corporation will provide all services in ways that 
are consistent with the Roman Catholic teaching on human life and sexuality.  All 
funds, whether income or principal, and whether acquired by gift or contribution 
or otherwise, shall be devoted to the foregoing purpose.  

 
 

THE WOMEN’S CARE CENTER 
 

Women’s Care Center was founded in 1984 by a young professor from the 
University of Notre Dame (Dr. Janet E. Smith).  The center offers 
unconditional positive regard to every young woman who comes through our 
doors.  In 2009, this included 14,205 women who made 68,555 visits to 
fourteen neighborhood sites. The center performs 900 pregnancy tests every 
month and serves nearly 300 women every day. It is no wonder that the center 
is now the largest life-affirming pregnancy center in the country. 

We are pleased by the outstanding growth of all of our programs.  One in 
three pregnant women in South Bend, Indiana and the surrounding areas is 
now a client of the Women’s Care Center.  Over 70% of new clients come to 
us at the recommendation of former clients. 

Center programs are designed to help young women find the support they 
need to choose life for their babies.  Women who participate in Women’s Care 
Center programming are more likely to feel supported in their pregnancies.  
This is the reason that our home community (South Bend, IN) has the lowest 
abortion rate of any county in Indiana with an abortion clinic. 

The center is also proud of our role in improving birth outcomes.  When 
women come regularly to our centers, their babies are born at much higher 
birth weights with fewer complications.  The mothers are also much more 
prepared to assume their new role as a parent.  
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Women’s Care Center has grown to become the nation’s largest pregnancy 
resource center serving over 100,000 women since inception. We have 15 
locations in Indiana, Michigan and Ohio. During the last year, 14,205 women 
made 68,555 visits to our centers. A site at 1441 North Farwell Avenue has been 
acquired for the opening of Women's Care Center Milwaukee. This site will 
provide not only pregnancy testing and pregnancy support, but full-time 
ultrasounds for pregnant women. This will be the only site in Milwaukee where a 
pregnant woman can receive a free ultrasound 40 hours a week. Capital and 
operating support are needed to underwrite this project.  

 

PRO-LIFE WISCONSIN 

Founded on the bedrock principle of the pro-life movement - that all preborn 
babies are "persons" and all innocent persons share the inalienable right to life - 
Pro-Life Wisconsin educates the public and lobbies elected officials. Believing 
that "it is never the will of the Father in heaven that one of these little ones should 
be lost" (Matthew 18:14), Pro-Life Wisconsin is a Christian organization relying 
on God to change hearts and minds toward His most precious creation of human 
life.  

As a legislative and educational organization, Pro-Life Wisconsin is continually 
working to bring us closer to the day when all babies in Wisconsin (no matter 
how they were conceived, what stage of development they are at, or whether or 
not they are in perfect health) are protected in every community in our state. 

 
 

WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE 

Wisconsin Right to Life believes that each human life is inherently valuable from 
fertilization to natural death. Our mission is: "To make euthanasia, infanticide, 
abortion and destruction of human embryos socially, ethically and legally 
unacceptable solutions to human problems and to promote positive alternatives 
to each of these acts." 

For over 40 years Wisconsin Right to Life has been 100% committed to saving 
lives. The vision of Wisconsin Right to Life is to touch hearts and minds so that 
all will cherish human life. Each day we work to create a society in which every 
person’s right to life is secure.  

In living out our vision, we strive to be a unified, responsive organization with 
members empowered to accomplish our common goals. In doing so, we act with 
integrity, strength of purpose and respect – toward those we serve and toward 
those with whom we disagree. 

http://www.womenscarecenter.org/Locations.html
http://www.womenscarecenter.org/Locations.html
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Respectfully submitted for your consideration by 
the Respect Life Committee 
 

Kerry Lawlor, Respect Life Representative 
414 559 1032 
 
Amy Voss, Respect Life member 
643-4445 
 
Stephen De Guire, Respect Life member 
262-424-0022 


